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It has been said that a well written life is
glmost as rare as a well spent one; to which 1
hasten to add that any shortcoming of the writer
is not the fault of the spender. It has been 7
years since the North Central Section of the
American Urological Association requested a
biography of Dr. Wm. Niles Wishard, Sr. and 3
years since the Director of Nursing Education
of the Marion County General Hospital invited
a commencement address on Dr. Wishard’s part
in the building of that hospital and its school of
nursing. Obviousty, this essay must draw from
gimilar sources.

Imagine for a minute the scene into which Dr.
Wishard was born on October 10, 1851, at
Greenwood, Indiana, then a small village sepa-
rated from the State Capitol, Indianapolis, by 10
very remote miles, difficult to traverse. Schools
were rather primitive, communication limited.
Millard Fillmore was President. The United
States, having only a few years before finished
an affair with Mexico, was, as yet unknowingly,
drifting toward another more tragic war 10 years
later. Gold was only recently discovered in
California. The Communist Manifesto was
published 3 years before. The cornerstone of the
wings of the U.S. Capitol was laid (1851). A
medical school was opened in Indianapolis to
survive 3 years. Proprietary schools were ramp-
ant throughout the country. Medical licensure
was yet to come. Anesthesia was only 5 yeér‘s old.
Antisepsis was 30 years away. Most of the great
discoveries of scientific medicine remained to
light the scene. The Flexner report was far in the
future.

HIS PARENTS

Dr. Wm. Henry Wishard, father of W. N.
Wishard, Sr., was born in Nicholas County,
Kentucky on January 17, 1816, 11 months

Read on May 13, 1968 in Forum on the History
of Urology at annual meeting of American Uro-

logical Association, Miami Beach, Florida, May
13-16, 1968.

before Indiana became a state. His ancestors had
come to the United States in 1774 from Scotland
via Northern Ireland. A lateral ancestor, George
Wishart, was burned at the stake at St. Andrews
during the Reformation in Scotland. He was
condemned by Cardinal Beaton. Some 400 years
later my father did a prostatectomy on & lateral
descendant of the Cardinal. The patient said he
was glad they did not trace their ancestory until
after the operation! The family of Dr. Wm. H.
Wishard moved to central Indiana in 1825
because it was a free state. Dr. Wm. H. was
chiefly educated by the preceptorial method,
though he did attend the old LaPorte Medical
School for a period. Tt was here that he had as a
teacher of chemistry Judge John B. Niles, whom
he admired so much that he gave my father the
middle name of Niles. My grandfather was the
first in the area to use chloroform and was a
charter member of the State Medical Associa-
tion. He practiced 70 years, doing a delivery on
his 90th birthday. Grandmother Wishard’s
ancestor, Mark McGahan, was one of the original
settlers of Fort Harrod at Harrodsburg, Ky.,
oldest continuous white settlement west of the
Allegheny Mountains,

EARLY EDUCATION

Dr. Wm. Niles Wishard, Sr. attended grade
school at Greenwood, Indiana and high school at
nearby Southport. Many are the stories told of
those early days. Skating on the ice with bare
feet was a winter diversion. Cooking was a
favorite pastime, an art, I might say, which was
totally lost in his mature years. Brought up in a
devout Presbyterian household, he was not
adverse, with his brothers, to certain disruptive
pranks on Sunday, such as hitching the lop-eared
family horse, old Johnnie, to the mill whistle
adjacent to the church, and frightening the poor
critter by waving a buffalo rug with resultant
consternation to the congregation.

In 1860 the family moved to a farm 2 miles
west of Greenwood. Relatives visiting from
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Tecumseh, Michigan discussed the advantages
of the school there over the rural school father
was attending. He was therefore taken by open
buggy to Indianapolis where his mother tearfully
put him on a Michigan bound train—his first
long trip from home. An undated letter in the
late twenties or early thirtics tells in detail of his
experiences. When the train reached Kokomo,
Indiana a boy on the platform was singing a song
father never forgot:

“Ham Fat, Ham Fat, frying in the pan,
Roochie, Hoochie, Koochie is a Ham Fat
Man.”

In Tecumseh he found an excellent school in
which he “‘profited more that winter than ever
before in a similar period.” He also had some
diversions not in accord with the strict Presby-
terian household in which he lived. A circus came
to town; Father, with a neighbor boy, slipped
away to see the parade. He felt that it was worth
it, in spite of a severe reprimand for committing
a mortal sin in watching a circus parade.

Back in Indiana again, he attended Wabash
College in 1871 for a year, being forced to leave
because of rheumatic fever with subsequent
mitral stenosis which he survived for 70 years.
After recovery, he entered Indiana Medical
College (now Indiana TUniversity School of
Medicine) where he graduated in February 1874.
We find little data dealing with that 2-ycar
period. Then followed a short time of practice
with his father pointing to the need of more
education. He therefore enrolled in the Miami
Medical College (now Cincinnati University),
receiving his second M.D. (a thing now impossi-
ble) in 1876. For the ensuing 3 years he was in
general practice, also being deputy coroner from
1876-79. Little or nothing remains to tell us of
this phase of his activity though he often referred
to the advantage he had in his specially from
experience in general practice as well as autopsies
done incidental to his duties as deputy coroner.

HOSPITAL AND NURSING SCHOOL BUILDER

Dr. Wishard was persuaded to take the some-
what odious position of superintendent of the
City Hospital on July 1, 1879, where he remained
until 1887. These years he regarded to the end
of his life as one of his outstanding accomplish-
ments. Smallpox, typhoid fever and malaria had
been a scourge of the state when a hospital was
first suggested many years before. Dr. Livingston

UROLOGICAL SURVISY

D had long fought fov a ety hospital, ht
Win, I Wishard had onee mitroduced a resol
tion (1868) in the State Medienl Society o %
=tete hospital, but was voted downs Afler p¥

merous abortive aitempis; beginning in 183
D Dunlapy aond Bobbs (the latter the worlg
first to operade for gall stones i I867) petition
the City Counail 1o ereet o hospital, A site w)
chosen in a swampy, remote part of the towy?
1855, Four yewrs later Do Dunlap, by th
cormeilman of  the I00h Ward, suceceded
completing a brick building at @ cost ol $30,04
No Tunds were provided for ecpupment or fug
fure. The eity then tried unsuecessfully to sel
give 1t away. [t then heeame worendesvous of 4
disteputable until 1860 when the eity releasedy
to  the Federnl Government militg
hospital, which it remained wal June 1)1
Thirteen thousand patients were treated  they

With the war's end, the hospital reverted
the city, I the spring of 1866 10 waes half heag

for

edly refurnishied. Dr. Greenly V.o Woolen hecar?
<uperintendent until 1870, The hospital was
remotely =ituated inan unhealthiul swamp. 4
had no sewers, no central waler or heat supy)
and no eas lightss Words cannot deseribe §
deplorable condition. The position ol supe

tendent was passed wround asoa duty of
menbers of the Medieal Soelety, 6 physiclal
=erving in the Y vears fram 187079, Dr. Wishal
had  ereat the Cr
Couneil <o that he was able to have cereeted;

persinsive  powers  with

total of three functional huldings at o cost

S60,000 1 o relatively =hort thoe. Ile we
severhy ertticized Tor Jus extravuagance, b

whereas the Hoors had heen warped and the rodi
feaked ~o that (he cook had 1o hold an wbrell§
over (he stove when 3t roned, he now had ag
institution ready o freat patient<. A\ fire wags
tarrow by averted when a kerosene Jamp explodeg@y
ont=ide Dro Wishard's hedroom on the fivst nighte:
of his mewnbeney. This prompted the Couneg
to install gas mdns and o water (ower, Sewel

were n=talled. Thwo practeal nurses, one mal
and one female, with no (raining, constitnted
[orm

1li<t'11:n';u‘(l hecause of b

nurstig persownel. The male nwrse; »
patient, had o be
proficieney o metabolizing the hospitals =upp

ol aleohol. v new male nurse was sought. D
Wishurd medical student wh
fmpressed i greativ, He then asked ithe studenig
how e was finaneing hinsell, The voung ma

interviewed o




long fought for a ity hospital, 4
hard had once introduced a reggd
n the State Medieal Nociety fgp
I, but was voied down. Alter n
tive attempls, beginuing in 18y
and Bohbs (the Tatter the woylg
be Tor gall stones i 18G7) petitioy
neil 1o ercet a hospital. A site w
wampy, remote part of the tow:
vears Jater Dro Dunlap, by
Wothe Filth Ward, suceceded &
briek building at o cost of $30,
¢ provided for equipment or f
“then tied unsuceessfully to sel
It then beeame o rendesvous of £
antil 1860 when the city releas
aal Governmient  lor w0 mili

it vemained until June 1, 1868
wand patients were treated the
var’s cend, the hospital reverted
he spring of 1866 it was half heg
ed. Dr. Greenly V. Woolen becaxﬁ
t until 1870. T'he hospital was the
ated nan unhealthlul m\'ump.i
35, no central water or hicat sup 1
liehts. Words cannot describe i
ndition. The position of supe :
passed round axoa duty of th
he Medieal Society, 6 phys
9 vears rom 1870--79. Dy, Wishay
erssive powers with the City
at he was able to have (‘rcctedf

functional buildings a1 a cost §

relatively =hort time. He wa
izedd Tor hix  extravaganee,
oors had heen warped and the rog
the cook had to hold an wmbrell;
e when it rained, he now had g
wly o treat patients. A\ fire wal
ted when o kerosene Lop explode
ishard’s bedroon on the first nigh
eney. This prompted the Counel
niins and o water tower. Sewer
. Fwo practical nurses, one mal
¢, with no {ruining, con=tituted th
unel. The male nurse, o forme
to be discharged because ol hi
metabolizing the hospitals supplys
new made nurse was sought. Dr
rviewed o medieal stwdent whoi

areatly. He then asked the students
inaneing himself. The voung man

4 that he thought any honorable job was
- - a medical student so he was practicing
athy. My father’s face fell. The young
quickly added that he was driving a street
kler. He was promptly employed, later
.sming the hospital’s first intern. In 1883, with
ihie help of funds from the Flower Mission, Dr.
Wishal‘d succeeded in establishing the second
{raining school of nurses west of the Alleghenies.
Medical practice was primitive by present
standards. The doctors filled the prescriptions,
Jeaving the medicine by the bedside, hoping the
patient would take it. Surgery included the care
of the injured, amputations, and a rare abdominal
section. Sepsis and laudable pus were the order
of the day, although during this period anti-
gepsis was instituted with revolutionizing effect.

Dr. Wishard recalled a patient with mem-
branous croup who was a prisoner condemned
because of murder. Breathing almost ceased due
to respiratory difficulty. Mouth-to-mouth breath-
ing revived the patient from death by disease
only to be executed later. I remember vividly how
this story shocked my youthful ears.

Interest in genitourinary surgery was de-
veloped during these years at the City Hospital.
An autopsy was done on a patient who had died
of urinary retention. An almost pedunculated
middle prostatic lobe was found. Dr. Wishard
was impressed that removal of this could have
averted the outcome. Dr. Simon Steelsmith of
Abilene, Kansas (he of street sprinkler fame) was
the intern at the time and wrote 50 years later
that the patient, who had interested Dr. Wishard
greatly, died a week after catheterization. “From
the remarks the Doctor often made concerning
the old gentleman in the bed in the northeast
corner of the middle ward, I know this to be the
beginning of his interest in genitourinary work.”
That was in 1880. We still have in our office the
old operating table, and secretary which was
used as the first bookkeeping department of the
hospital.

op

GOING INTO UROLOGY

In the preface to the History of Urology (1933)
Dr. Wishard remarked that general interest in
this subject followed slowly the publication of
Van Buren and Keyes’ work on Genito-Urinary
and Venereal Diseases in 1873. Correspondence
with Drs. Francis 8. Watson and Paul Thorndyke
of Boston revealed that the development of
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urology as & pure specialty in that city occurred
between 1890 and 1900. A letter from Dr. Eugene
Fuller in 1931 said that he knew of no one in New
York who restricted himself exclusively to
urology before 1890, although Bellevue Hospital
Medieal College had conferred a teaching title in
urology on Van Buren in 1877 as a sub-depart-
ment of general surgery, a trend to which we are
unhappily drifting back.

Dr. Wishard resigned his superintendency on
January 1, 1887, but held the hospital dear fo his
heart for the rest of his life. A testimonial dinner
was given him. Ever since treating the aforemen-
tioned patient with prostatic obstruetion he had
given_special study to this problem. Dr. John
Chambers, graduate of Belfast University and a
prominent physician of Indianapolis, came to
him and said, “Well, William, I understand that
you desire to leave the City Hospital.” The reply
was: “Yes, I think I had better. I don’t want to
have hospitalitis and would like to go out into
practice. I have been wondering whether it would
be possible for me to come downtown and as-
sociate with you other gentlemen and gain a
reputation sufficient to make a living” Dr
Chambers rejoined, “Oh, it is a trivial thing to
make a reputation in medicine; an advertising
quack can do that, but it is a somewhat serious
and an altogether difficult thing to sustain it.”
Father told him he aspired to make a specialty of
genitourinary surgery. Dr. Chambers, who had
given more attention to this than our other
surgeons, informed him that this department was
not understood or appreciated by the profession
and that he might have difficulty in making it
an exclusive specialty. A few days later Dr.
Joseph W. Marsee, later dean, offered him a
position in surgery with the understanding that
he would soon become chief. Father declined
saying that he would like to be a pioneer in
genitourinary surgery. Dr. Marsee retorted;
“Why, William, what on earth do you want that
for? You will be mnothing but a respectable
venereologist.” However, he gave him the chair.

Shortly after leaving the City Hospital we
find Father studying in New York. A notebook
purchased from “W. J. Byrne, Old and New
Medical and Secientific Books, Bought and Sold,
135 & 137 E. 23rd 8t., New York” is first dated
2-28-'87. On the first page are general comments
in Dr. Wishard’s handwriting. “Great number of
southern men here. Antiseptic methods. Instru-
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ment mania. New York Doctor’s courtesy.
Filoforms, bougie-a-boule and pointed bougie”.

He was living at 37 E. 20th St., New York He
saw Dr. Carpenter remove a condyloma, and the
same day, 2-28-'87, Dr. Thomas A. Emmet do a
cervical repair and Dr. Sturgis a Holt’s operation
—divulsion of urethral stricture. The next day
Dr. Hanks “removed a large ovarian cyst,
inserting a glass drainage tube. After closure an
absorbent cotten outer dressing was applied.”
Dr. Sturgis is reported on 3-1-'87 as removing a
caseous maxillary cyst at Blackwell’'s Island
Charity Hospital. Dr. Carpenter conducied a
Dispensary Clinic showing 12 venereal cases. At
the Polyclinic on 3-2-'87, Dr. Thatcher lectured
on histology. At the Post-Graduate in the after-
noon Dr. Sturgis repeated the Holt’s operation,
“rapid divulsion by a wedge forced between two
lateral bars.” The same afternoon at St. Luke’s
Hospital he observed Dr. McBurney operate
for hepatic abscess. The second case was an
internal urethrotomy by the Otis method, cut
to No. 30F. At 8 p.m., back at the Post-Graduate,
Dr. Lloyd gave a clinic; syphilis, acute G. C. and
stricturez. Dr. Lloyd asked Dr. Wishard to treat
a chancroid with phimosis. “Applied 49
cocaine, burned the sore with nitric acid.”

Over at the Skin and Cancer Hospital, 243 E.
34th St., he was a guest of Dr. Currier. His note
says, “he operated on a lacerated cervix. Nothing
new in his method. He did not approximate the
edges carefully. In fact, I think I can do it much
better than he did.” Then follows several pages
of how to fix tissues for microscopic examination
as taught by Dr. Thatcher at ihe Polyclinic.

A note appears under the date of 3-5-'87 where
Dr. Sands (Rooscvelt Hospital) crushed a soft
stone with a lithotrite. This is a modern art
which appears to be declining if we can judge by
its infrequent use illustrated in ease reports being
turned in to the American Board of Urology. Dr.
MeCarroll taught urinalysis on 8-14-87. “The
source of pus can be approximately determined as
follows: If renal, the urine is generally acid and
there is more pus in the last urine than the first.
If cystic, there is more pus in the first urine
voided and it is almost always alkaline.”

One more example from this note book will
suffice. At the New York Hospital Dr. Buil gave
a clinic on Saturday, March 12, 1887. “A case of
stricture of small calibre 514 inches down. The
stricture barely admitted a filiform over which
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his discussion with that oft quoted sentence,
“ see no reason why a man in medicine should
be complimented on being honest.” Dr. Wishard
led the discussion, using slides of his instru-
ments of the 1890s and early 1900s, showing that
endoscopic concepts were not so new after all.
For this he received a standing ovation. In 1936
he reminisced again on early days of prostate
surgery when he spoke at the 15th anniversary
of the James Buchanan Brady Foundation of the
New York Hospital.

The Indiana Medical Journal of November
1894 carried his lecture on foreign bodies in the
bladder—chewing gum, a pipe stem, a pin, a
wire, piece of a catheter and a cigarette holder.
A somewhat similar vein was followed in the
Journal of the Indiana State Medical Association
for September 1919, when he showed a method of
removing a hair pin from the bladder by use of a
cystoscope armed with a ureteral catheter
through the end of which protruded a small wire
shepherd’s crook. His contributions to the litera-
ture continued into the 1930’s, but time forbids
going into all his bibliography.

In later years he recalled attending an inter-
national medical meeting at Berlin in 1890. The
announcement was made that the next day Nitze
would give a public demonstration of the cysto-
scope. Three turned up, my father among them.
In the early years of his specialization, he jour-
neyed to Paris for discussion with Eynard’s re-
garding catheters. The result of this was the
manufacturing of two new catheters. One was of
the Mercier type but flattened in a horizontal
direction for easier passage through an obstructed
prostatic urethra. The other was the Wishard
soft rubber catheter, probably used more by
urologists than any other until the appearance of
the Foley catheter. He was most critical of cathe-
ter manufacture. The nose must be soft and the
opening a velvet eye. In later years he devised the
Wishard flat elbowed ureteral catheter which will
by-pass a stone more easily than a straight round
catheter. He profited financially by those de-
velopments not one cent. Dr. Wm. K. Lower of
the Cleveland Clinic said that if Father had
done nothing in life but invent the soft nosed
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catheter it would insure him of lasting recogni-
tion.

From 1887 to 1909 there was a decrease in the
number of medical schools in the United States.
Purdue University yielded its school of medicine
in 1909, Indiana University maintaining the only
school in the state to this day. In the teens the
old medical school burned. With Dr. Wishard’s
help with the legislators, Dr. Wm. Lowe Bryan,
president of Indiana University, was able to
procure the present site on West Michigan Street,
not far from what was then the City Hospital.
This land being close to White River was low and
swampy. There was much criticism. Their plan
was far seeing, however, giving room for expan-
sion, now the site of the medical school buildings
and its hospitals. When Dr. Bryan told Dr.
Wishard of the legislature’s approval of the area,
the latter was so elated that he kissed Dr. Bryan
on the cheek.

As the years rolled by, numerous appointments
were made to share the responsibility of ever
increasing work. On his retirement as head of the
department in 1936, Dr. Wishard became pro-
fessor emeritus; his colleague, Dr. Henry O.
Mertz, becoming chairman until 1952. In that
year he, too, retired, leaving the post open to the
present professor and head, Dr. Robert A.
Garrett. Thus, in 81 years there have been three

heads, @ tribute o Hoosier longevity and good

health—again probubly o record. Dro W. D

Cuateh, dean of the school during D Wishard’s |

later years, said of him 2 vears Delore retirement:
SNy first observation is that Dres Wishod mude a
wise choiee in hix aneestors; he hax inherited long
Jife, and great physical and mental vigor. My
sceond observation is that he = a man of in-
domitable will and fixity of purpose. My third
ob=ervation is that he s firm dizeiplinaviag, who
will not tolerate any lapse of lovalty or failure to
obey on the part ol his subordinates. My fourth
obszervation is that Dr. Wishard is always careful
to observe the proprietie: of life. My fifth aad
final ob=ervation i= that he hax an mfinite capae-
ity for (aking pains. e realizes that trifles make
perfection and that perfeetion is no trifle.”

MEDICAT STATESRMAN

A faeet in Des Wishard's lite was his enduring
participation in medical polities in the hest =ense
of the word. A= chairman ol the Sate Medieal
Associntion™s committee on Publie Poliey aud
Legislature from 1896 {0 1922, he had an uneanny
ability 1o wnderstand, persuade and  influence
legislntors. Prior to 1807 we had no medieal
practice act. Various cults throve. Realizing the
need for state cwrbs and restriction 1o those
quadified, Tather wrote the Taw which was passed
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897 requiring prerequisites for practice and
up standards of education. He served on
tate Board of Registration and Examina-
Indiana for a period. The first sentence of
et was that “in order to practice medicine in
Indiana & physician must have a license.”” At the
ime, this pulled in all the cults under one Board,
eclectics, homeopaths, physiomeds, osteopaths,
chiropractors, etc. having to take an examina-
tion. In due time many of these sects dwindled due
{o inability to meet the standards. With some
changes and additions this law remains on the
books today. Prior to 1897 no educational basis
had any legal recognition in Indiana.

Another field in which Father’s influence was
potent was public health. The Board of Health
was a political appointment as was its executive
secretary. Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, founder of our
tederal pure foods laws, was a life-long friend of
Father’s. Realizing that a trained public health
specialist was needed to develop laws and ad-
minister them, Dr. Wishard succeeded in per-
quading a Democratic governor and a State Board
of Health composed of three Democrats and two
Republicans to appoint a Republican secretary
of the Board. Thus came into office the only
qualified person at the time in the state, Dr.
Joho H. Hurty, who became one of the nation’s
outstanding anthorities in his field, serving from
1902 to 1922. Dr. Wishard, as a member of the
Board, was able to help Hurty in countless ways
in having his programs carry through.

In 1898, when president of the Indiana State
Medical Association, he had become interested
in a pathologic exhibit prepared for the associa-
tion by Dr. Frank B. Wynn. This was so success-
ful that Father personally paid the expenses of
transporting the exhibit to a meeting of the
American Medical Association in Columbus,
Ohio, a few weeks later (1899). A warehouse was
rented where over 700 specimens were displayed.
This led to A.M.A. resolutions in 1900 to arrange
5 similar exhibit. A Section on Pathology was also
formed, of which Dr. Wynn was secretary.

This interest in pathology showed up in un-
usual ways. In the nineties the editor of our state
journal informed Dr. Wm. H. Wishard that an

eastern surgeon had recently claimed to have

done the first gallstone operation in the world.
Grandfather denied this, saying that he remem-
bered when Dr. John S. Bobbs had done one in
1867. He found the report in the transactions of
the State Medical Society. Dr. A. W. Brayton,
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the editor, wrote up the matter, thoroughly estab-
lishing premacy for Dr. Bobbs. Dr. W. N.
Wishard hunted up the patient, Mrs. Burns-
worth. In 1905 he took her to the A M.A. meeting
in Portland, Oregon, where she was exhibited as
the first person in the world who had had & chole-
lithotomy. A few years ago Dr. Robert 8. Spark-
man of Dallas became interested i the history
of gall stones. Last year he came to Indianapolis
where he read an encyelopedic paper, “A Day to
Remember, June 15, 1867, the history of Dr.
John S. Bobbs.

Waiting until the halo of mystery surrounding
the doctor had faded away, along with the beard,
silk hat and-Prince Albert coat, Dr. Wishard
proposed a Bureau of Publicity of the State
Association, becoming its first chairman in 1922,
(act. 71) serving until .1940. Weekly meetings
were held in order to provide the press, as well
as other public agencies, with authoritative
medical information in a way the laity could
understand. The influence of this agency in edu-
cating the public without the appearance of the
name of a single doctor was unparalleled. It also
curbed unbridled individuals too prone to appear
in the press. Mr. Thomas A. Hendricks, lately
of the A.MLA., was at that time executive secre-
tary of our State Association. He regarded Dr.
Wishard as hardboiled as a city editor and as
intolerant of fuzzy-mindedness in thought or
writing. Mr. Hendricks™ notes included the fol-
lowing quotes from the meetings of the Bureau of
Publicity: “A man may have a great deal of
knowledge and yet lack wisdom.” “Every man
has a solemn obligation to do something construe-
tive every day.” “A cultural background of
broad general education is necessary before
professional instruction should be undertaken.”
“We all smack more or less of commercialism
and we ought to be smacked-fer it.” “From time
to time it is good to do some housecleaning of the
intellect, but don’t sweep away the principles
that are fundamental and essential.” “Editors too
often like things snappy, and if certain instances
are not snappy enough they take it upon them-
selves to make them so.” “Newspapers should be
more than informative—they should be educa-
tional.” He was a strong advocate of Greek and
Latin as the cornerstones of a liberal education.
He was an avid reader of good literature. He
wrote excellent English, an acquired faculty, with
little formal training. He believed that rhetoric
was to grammer as geometry is to arithmetic.
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Dr. Wishard was a life-long supporter of or-
ganized medicine, religiously attending meetings
unless prevented by illness. Numerous societies
honored him. He was president of the Indianapolis
Surgical Society in 1890, the Indianapolis Medical
Society (now the Marion County Medical So-
ciety) in 1894, the Mississippi Valley Medical
Association in 1895, the Indiana State Medical
Association in 1898, the American Urological
Association in 1905, the State Board of Health in
1910, and vice president of the American Medical
Association in 1918-19, and served in its house of
delegates 1902-13. He was a member of the
American Association of Genito-Urinary Sur-
geons and the Association Francaise d’ Urologie.
Wabash College gave him an honorary A.M. in
1890, The College of Wooster an LL.D in 1919,
Indiana University an LL.D in 1924, De Pauw
University an Se.D. in 1928 and Hanover College
an Sc.D in 1932 (he was then 81).

Anniversaries were always an important day,
particularly that of graduating from medical
school, February 28. In 1914 (his fortieth) he gave
a dinner for ‘his boys'—about 60 of them, from
far and wide, including Terry Townsend and
Owsley Grant both of whom had studied with
him in former years. Later the same year the
Indianapolis Medical Society honored him wth a
public dinner, addressed by Drs. Edward L.
Keyes and Harvey W. Wiley. In 1924 a fiftieth
anniversary dinner was given. Dr. Townsend was
again present. In 1934 the senior class of the
medieal school honored him with a sixtieth anni-
versary dinuner. Dr. Earl Mericle, now an es-
teemed psychiatrist of our city, presided. Speak-
ers were Dr. Terry Townsend, Dean Gateh, Dr.
E. E. Padgett, president of the State Association,
Dr. A. F. Weyerbacher, his associate Dr. II. G.
Hamer. A tribute was read from Dr. Wm. Lowe
Bryan, president of Indiana University.

Much of his early practice was consultation in
other cities. At one time he knew by heart the rail
connections to every one of the 92 counties in the
state. At present itinerant practice is frowned
upon because of widespread urologic service in
every city, but then, with only one in the state,
it was a necessity. He continued to practice to the
end of his life, seeing one patient at the office only
6 days before his death. He and his father prac-
ticed medicine for 140 years. The aggregate age
of the two was 181 years. The elapsed time be-
tween the father’s beginning of practice until the
end of the son’s was slightly over a century.

UROLOGICAL SURVEY
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iates. His first permanent associate was Dr.

{., G. Hamer who joined the firm in 1904, later
"pecoming president of the American Urological

Association. Dr. Henry O. Mertz, well known for
his voluminous contributions to the literature,
entered the office in 1918. Each was ever faithful
to the other, practicing in harmony until retire-
ment.

Dr. Wishard considered himself an independent
in politics; his friends considered him an ardent
Republican. He never held public office. He was
distressed with the party break in 1912 and an

outspoken opponent of Theodore Roosevelt.

When that dignitary made his hunting trip on
retiring from the presidency, Father was known
to say that he hoped every lion in Africa would
do its duty!

His church held parallel devotion with his
profession and his family. A Presbyterian by
birth and later by choice, he was an elder for
over 40 years. He was ever faithful in all church
activities. He was once a commissioner to the
General Assembly. President Benjamin Harrison
was long an elder in the First Presbyterian
Church of Indianapolis. Upon the latter’s death
Dr. Wishard was elected to his place on the
session.

His family allegiance was outstanding and tire-
less. He was a strict disciplinarian but a wise and
devoted father. When he married Frances Cor-
nelia Scoville in 1896 he entered into a life-long
journey radiant to both. When he died Dr. Terry
M. Townsend said: “He will be one of our sym-
bols of the vietory of immortality over mortality.
Those who were only acquainted with Wishard
respected him; those who came in close touch
admired him; those who knew him well loved and
revered him.”” When he died on January 22, 1941,
Dr. George Arthur Frantz, his minister, said of
him: “He belonged to the company of the niost
trusted men on earth, our doctors. To your hands
we commit the innocence of our children and the
honor of our womanhood. His patients gave him
their confidence and affection. His colleagues
frusted and honored him. His students reccived
fromi him a legacy more lasting than gold. His
home was a kingdom of love to him. He had a
happy voyage; such dear companions all the way,
and for the future, Heaven, and the great Physi-
cian’s welcome and work without hindrance.”
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He established in Indianapolis a urological
profession of high {one which has always been
{riendly and amicable. ¥or the 54 years of his
urologic practice and the 27 ensuing years there
have been no factions, no cults, no prejudices.
The cordiality of the urologists of Indianapolis to
each other is a lasting monument to his vision.

I close with a quotation used by Dean Gatch
at that sixtieth anniversary celebration:

“T am a part of all that I have met:

Yet all experience is an arch where thro’

Gleams that untraveled world whose margin
fades,

Forever and forever when 1 move.

How dull it is to pause, to make an end,

To rust untarnished, not to shine in use.”

And now you will say 1 speak from prejudice.
I do, for how could I do otherwise.
1711 N. Capitol Ave.,
Indvanapolis, Indiana 42602
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